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IN SUPPORT OF BLACK LIVES MATTER

 

WHEREAS: 1 

On May 25, 2020 a white Minneapolis police officer killed 46-year-old George Floyd by 2 

kneeling on his neck for eight minutes while he pleaded to be allowed to breathe; and 3 

WHEREAS: 4 

The Black community repeatedly faces the deaths of loved ones like Breonna Taylor through 5 

police violence and other symptoms of systematic anti-Black racism; and 6 

WHEREAS:  7 

Police, prisons, and the parole and probation systems disproportionately impact Black union 8 

members and the communities they are part of; and  9 

WHEREAS: 10 

The systemic refusal to enact bold structural change continues to leave Black people in 11 

danger. COVID-19 and the resulting economic crisis have hit Black people and other communities 12 

of color the hardest, and have been followed by the latest violence against Black people at the hands 13 

of police officers and racist vigilantes; and 14 

WHEREAS: 15 

The Movement for Black Lives and Black-led leadership have taken up this call in response 16 

to state-sanctioned violence by demanding justice, accountability, and change; and 17 

WHEREAS:  18 

The core principle of the labor movement – “An Injury to One is An Injury to All” – requires 19 

all working people of conscience to take a stand for justice; and 20 

WHEREAS: 21 

AFSCME Local 800 supports the right of all workers to have a union. We also believe the 22 

labor movement must be a crucial component of racial justice. We acknowledge and appreciate 23 

AFSCME President Lee Saunders’ call that “we will not rest until our leaders answer our calls for 24 

racial justice.” This is our union’s call to leadership: We believe that police unions as they exist today 25 

do not belong in our AFSCME family. As long as police unions continue to wield their collective 26 

bargaining power to protect abusive practices and behaviors which prevent reforms and 27 

https://www.afscme.org/blog/saunders-joins-afscme-maryland-caravan-to-call-on-state-leaders-for-justice-action
https://www.afscme.org/blog/saunders-joins-afscme-maryland-caravan-to-call-on-state-leaders-for-justice-action
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accountability, no one is safe. Police unions are incompatible with AFSCME’s stated “dedication to 28 

making our communities stronger, healthier, and safer.” 29 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 30 

That AFSCME International join the Writers Guild of America, East and call on the Executive 31 

Council of the AFL-CIO to enact the process described in Article X, section 8(b) of the AFL-CIO 32 

Constitution to suspend the AFL-CIO’s affiliation with the International Union of Police Associations 33 

(IUPA) and other law enforcement unions, on the constitutional grounds that the policies or activities 34 

of the IUPA and others are consistently directed toward the “achievement of the program or purposes 35 

of authoritarianism, totalitarianism, terrorism and other forces that suppress individual liberties and 36 

freedom of association and oppose the basic principles of free and democratic trade unionism;” and 37 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 38 

That AFSCME International supports the Movement for Black Lives’ federal, state, and local 39 

demands to defund and demilitarize local police departments and invest in Black communities by 40 

endorsing and advocating for the BREATHE Act. These structural changes will reallocate resources 41 

for communities to thrive. It will expand union job opportunities for social workers, public defenders, 42 

librarians, EMS, non-profit, transportation, and parks and recreation workers; and 43 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 44 

That AFSCME International and local affiliates provide material support to the Movement 45 

for Black Lives and local Black-led organizations; and 46 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 47 

That AFSCME International and all affiliates call on all candidates it endorses to take the No 48 

Cop Money pledge to reject donations from police or correctional officer unions or associations in 49 

their run for political office and donate any money they have received to Black-led organizations; 50 

and 51 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 52 

That AFSCME create an MLK memorial fund for Black workers within AFSCME, provide 53 

anti-racist training for all workers, increase representation of Black union leadership proportionate to 54 

Black membership, no longer commemorate National Police Week, and add racial justice to our stated 55 

“priority issues;” and  56 

https://www.afscme.org/about/we-are-afscme
https://www.afscme.org/about/we-are-afscme
https://www.afscme.org/priorities/issues
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 57 

That all locals who represent corrections, probation, and parole officers and workers, strongly 58 

consider whether those affiliations align with the goals of our labor movement. We urge staff and 59 

leadership within these unions to commit to contracts that do not evade accountability, to do the work 60 

of eradicating racism within their ranks, and uphold their promise to serve and protect all people 61 

equally; and 62 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: 63 

That AFSCME International call on all councils nationwide to file for disinterest in their 64 

police locals.65 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Ian Schiffer, Recording Secretary and Delegate 

Richard Herlan, Vice President and Delegate 

Lilia Arbona, Corresponding Secretary and Delegate 

Alex Pagan-Mejia, Delegate 

   AFSCME Local 800, District Council 36 

   California 

 


